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T H E  T H I N K E R88
These are the first words of the South African national anthem. These words plead with the 
heavens to protect Africa – and not 
certain parts of Africa. These words 
enjoin Africa as a whole to have 
common faith, vision and goals. These 
words advocate tolerance more than 
anything. 
Attacks against Somalis and other 
African immigrants in South Africa 
without doubt undermine and defy 
the values that underpin the South 
African Constitution, the African 
Charter of Human Rights, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and many 
instruments that articulate people’s 
rights in the world. One of the distinct 
features about South African business 
practice is the idea of a competitive 
market economy.  Many Somalis saw 
and took advantage of the business 
environment in mutual understanding 
with the communities which we live 
and trade in. 
The basic principle in economics - 
which is also something they teach in 
every business school, is that where 
there’s a market there is a demand and 
supply phenomenon. We see people 
entering into legitimate business 
enterprises and becoming successful 
in that respect; but sadly they also get 
attacked by thugs and business rivals. 
The sustainable business model 
practices that have been developed 
by Somalis is a source of income to 
many and in fact it contributes to local 
employment and other entrepreneurial 
spin-offs. 
Somali traders provide services to 
local communities in many informal 
sectors throughout South Africa which 
are mostly in the rural areas. In these 
areas there are no proper roads and 
infrastructure and many people can’t 
afford to travel to the town or city to 
buy goods and services.
The contribution of Somali 
entrepreneurs in providing such 
services should be better understood. 
This could also lead to the communities 
opposing the violence, looting of shops 
and thuggery directed against the 
Somalis.
To bring about greater friendship and 
better relations between the Somalis 
and the local communities amongst 
whom they live, work and trade, I 
suggest the following way forward.
Way Forward
One possible way in which to 
achieve socio-economic integration 
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between these traders (immigrants) 
and the host society is to create 
sustainable employment and 
entrepreneurial spin-offs through 
entrepreneurship partnerships and the 
transfer of entrepreneurial skills for 
the unemployed, especially the youth. 
This can be done by helping them 
set up new SMMEs and re-activating 
failed businesses (particularly in 
disadvantaged areas). 
The conflict between South 
Africans and African immigrants can 
be found in the scramble for market 
opportunities. South Africans argue 
that foreigners are undermining their 
businesses and also that they sell 
products below the market value in 
various places.
This conflict can be resolved by an 
arrangement of sorts (a union or an 
association) in which immigrants and 
locals can have tea around a table 
and put their problems on the table. 
They can try to understand each other 
better. They can form partnerships 
and discuss ways forward in terms 
of business practices; and perhaps 
even a discussion paper and some 
formal proposals can come out of 
such meetings. The many differences 
can surely be solved and ideas can 
be turned into reality in as far as this 
conflict is concerned. Such a union can 
provide a solution.
In practical terms, how will these 
proposals be implemented? This can 
be done by pairing the unemployed 
youth with entrepreneurial skilled 
people/businesses starting from our 
community (Somali Traders), for the 
benefit of creating/sustaining/scaling 
entrepreneurship and employment 
opportunities through partnerships and 
apprenticeships.
Another possible way forward 
is through media exposure and 
engaging more broadly with 
complaints and misleading and 
inaccurate beliefs articulated from 
the points of view of the different 
communities concerned.  The 
root of the problem lies in lack of 
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